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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Christopher Hunter on 11-24-03. 

1 . (Amended) A filter including a canister with a closed end an opposite open 
end and ports for receiving fluid to be filtered and for discharging filtered fluid; a central 
standpipe with a distal free end toward the open end of the canister, the distal free end 
of the standpipe having attachment means; a cover enclosing the open end of the 
canister and having a central opening; and a filter element in the canister for filtering the 
fluid; and further including an indicator handle assembly, the indicator handle assembly 
having a body with: 

i) a collar extending through the central opening in the cover with corresponding 
attachment means which cooperates with the attachment means of the standpipe, and a 
handle extending through the body which can be manually manipulated by the operator 
to attach the indicator handle assembly to the standpipe; and 

it) a device [responsive to fluid pressure within the filter canister, the device] 
supported for movement within the indicator handle body in response to fluid pressure 
in said standpipe. said device [and] providing an indication as to when [of a 
predetermined] fluid pressure [differential across the element] within the standpipe falls 
below a predetermined value indicating that the filter element is spent and needs to be 
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replaced with a fresh element wherein the handle engages the device and axiallv 
guides the device within the body and prevents relative rotation of the device with 
respect to the body. 

4. (Amended) The filter as in claim 1, wherein the body includes a central 
chamber with an opening at one end into the [canister] collar which is fluidly connected 
with the [canister] standpipe . 

Claim 6 has been canceled. 

10. (Amended) A filter including a canister with a closed end and an opposite 
open end, and a cover enclosing the open end of the canister and having a central 
opening, the filter including ports for receiving fluid to be filtered and for discharging 
filtered fluid, a ring shaped filter element received in the canister for separating 
contaminants from the fluid, the canister having a central axially extending standpipe 
projecting from the closed end of the canister, through the filter element towards the 
opposite open end of the canister, the distal free end of the standpipe having a threaded 
portion; and further including an indicator T-handle assembly, the 

indicator T-handle assembly having a body with: 

i) a handle portion having a collar extending through the central opening in the 
cover and having a threaded portion cooperating with the threaded portion of the central 
standpipe to retain the cover on the canister, and a handle rod extending through the 
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body which can be grasped by an operator and rotated to screw the indicator T-handle 
assembly onto and off of the central standpipe; and 

ii) a mechanical indicator portion including a button [responsive to fluid pressure 
within the filter canister, the button] movable within the body in response to fluid 
pressure within the standpipe to provide a visual indication as to when [of a 
predetermined] pressure [differential across the element] within the standpipe falls 
below a predetermined value indicating that the filter element is spent and needs to be 
replaced with a fresh element, wherein the handle rod engages and axiallv guides the 
button and prevents relative rotation of the button with respect to the body. 

14. (Amended) The filter as in claim 10, wherein the body includes a central 
chamber with an opening at one end into the [canister] collar which is fluidly connected 
with the [canister] standpipe . 

20. ( Amended) The filter as in claim 10, and further including a spring biasing 
the button into a fresh element position, the button moveable against the spring into a 
spend element position when the fluid pressure [differential exceeds] falls below the 
predetermined value. 


23. (Amended) A handle indicator assembly for fixing a cover to a filter canister, 
the handle indicator assembly comprising a body having: 
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i) a collar which can be inserted through a central opening in the cover and 
having means for attaching the collar to a central standpipe in the canister, an internal 
passage through the collar to a central chamber in the body and, a handle extending 
through the central chamber which can be grasped by an operator and manipulated to 
attach the body to the central standpipe; and 

ii) an indicator device in the central chamber [responsive] axiallv movable in 
response to fluid pressure received through the passage, and providing an indication [of 
a predetermined] as to when pressure [differential across the element] in the passage 
falls below a predetermined value , wherein the handle engages and axiallv guides the 
device and prevents relative rotation of the device with respect to the [housing] body . 

Claim 25 has been canceled. 

29. (Amended) AT-handle indicator assembly, comprising a body with: 

i) a handle portion including a handle rod extending through the body, [with] a 
threaded collar, an internal passage though the collar to a chamber in the body; and 

ii) a mechanical indicator portion including a button in the chamber responsive to 
fluid pressure received through the passage, the button moveable within the body to 
provide an indication [of a predetermined] as to when pressure [differential across the 
element] within the chamber falls below a predetermined value , wherein the handle 
engages and axially guides the button and prevents relative rotation of the button with 
respect to the [housing] body . 
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Claim 32 has been canceled. 

38. ( Amended) The filter as in claim 29, and further including a spring biasing 
the button into afresh element position, the button moveable against the spring into a 
spend element position when the fluid pressure [differential exceeds] falls below the 
predetermined value. 

In claim 43, "indicator" has been deleted. 

On page 7 of the specification: on line 9, "47" has been changed to -41 -; on line 
14, "46" has been changed to -41--; and on line 20, "45" has been changed to -41-. 

On line 14 of page 8, "45 J ' has been changed to -41--. 

The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: 

FIG. 2 must be amended to include a lead line and reference number 1 1 to point 
out the canister, and a lead line and reference number 34 to point out the internal 
threaded portion of the standpipe; 

FIG. 4 must be amended to include a lead line and reference number 64 for the 
finned upper end of the button. 
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In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these 
above agreed upon drawing changes. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Marvel is 
considered the closest prior art. 

Marvel is considered the closest prior art, with respect to clams 1 and 23, and 
Marvel taken in combination with Cooper is considered the closest prior art with respect 
to claims 10 and 29, however, none of the references teach or suggest the limitation of 
the handle engaging and axially guiding the device/button to prevent relative rotation 
between the device/button with respect to the body as recited in instant claims 1,10, 23, 
and 29. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew O Savage whose telephone number is 703- 
308-3854. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda W. Walker can be reached on 703-308-0457. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 

Matthew O Savage 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1723 

mos 

November 25, 2003 


